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ISLIP PCC 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 12 June 2017  

At Confessors’ Gate, Islip 

 

 

Present:  Wilf Stephenson (WS) CHAIR, Sue Carter (SC), Teresa Carter (TC), 

Jane Currie (JC), Graham Davison (GD), Tony Esau (TE), Rev’d 

Steve Hayes (SH), David Hughes (DH), Christopher Lowe (CL), 

Alison Smith (AS), Johanna Stephenson (JS), Rev’d Lucy Thirtle 

(LT)  

  

 

1 Apologies and Opening Prayer 

 
There were no apologies and LT opened the meeting with a prayer and warmly 

welcomed the new members. 

 

2 Opening Reflection Exercise 

 

To mark the beginning of a new term, LT encouraged the PCC to consider 3 questions: 

 

1) What is the calling – the role/task/purpose of the Church in the life of our 

nation at this point in history? 

2) What is the calling – the role/purpose/task of St Nicholas Islip in its 

context? 

3) What do you value most about the church (community & building) in Islip? 

 
The intention was to think about the Bigger Picture and to reflect on the wider agenda of 

the Church (nationally) and our particular role at St Nicholas’.  The exercise was 

anonymous using post-its.  LT will transcribe and circulate the responses with a view to 

having a small debate. 

 

3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 28 April 2017 

 

The date was amended to Friday 28 April and the minutes were approved as a true and 

accurate record and signed by WS. 

 

4 Matters Arising 

 

a) Following on from the success of the last welcome meeting in March, the date of 

22 September 2017 was set for the next one and it was suggested these should 

be twice a year. 

 

b) Kathryn Grant has been taking photos of PCC members and LT requested 

permission to post these on a board inside the church.  There were no objections. 

 

5 Reviewing PCC Processes and appointment of a Standing Committee 
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LT reported that the Standing Committee should comprise the Minister, wardens and a 

minimum of 2 others. Past Standing Committees had met in alternate months. The role 

of the committee was discussed and included making emergency decisions.  In these 

events, it was agreed that the agenda would be circulated in advance. 

 

GD kindly agreed to take the minutes of these meetings and CL would provide figures as 

required. 

 

CL proposed and JS seconded that the members were: LT/SH, GD, TE, DH, WS. This was 

agreed and the new committee will meet and report back. 

 

6 Worship 

 

a) LT made a proposal to hold the 24 September family service in the form of ‘café 

church’ in the village hall with a view to making it more accessible to villagers 

who were not church-goers.  This was discussed, including the cost implications, 

and it was agreed to ‘give it a go’. 

b) LT proposed to hold Harvest Festival on 8 October and to invite the Bicester 

Foodbank lady to speak. It was agreed that the Sunday collection need not be 

donated in addition to the normal food collection. 

 

The possibility of a harvest meal was discussed and TC highlighted that more 

help would be required if this was to go ahead. 

 

7 Building and Grounds 

 

a) Standing Committee: It was agreed that these issues would be mostly delegated 

to the Standing Committee. 

b) Quinquennial: DH advised that he had obtained a quote for the Quinquennial for 

£576 plus vat and expenses, which were expected to be under £30.  A provisional 

date for a visit on 5 September had been discussed. It was unanimously agreed 

that this should be accepted. 

c) Lights: TE reported that Lowe & Oliver had advised that LED bulbs may be used 

in the existing light fittings and also that they can fix the broken floodlight.  Extra 

light is required over the Chancel step and it was suggested that Neil Brock might 

be able to help.  CL suggested we wait for the Quinquennial before taking action 

on the internal lights and, in the meantime, TE will speak to Neil Brock.  It was 

also agreed that TE would obtain a quotation to upgrade the floodlights to 

energy-saving ones to acknowledge environmental concerns. 

d) Calvary bed & Churchyard: WS reported that he had not been able to make 

contact with the Guests, also the low wall and Calvary needed repairs.  WS 

proposed (LT seconded) that the churchyard fund should be used to pay someone 

to undertake, as a one-off, a cut back and clearance job on the Calvary/ Cross 

Tree beds to make the ongoing maintenance much easier, whether by the Guests 

or other volunteers.  LT to contact Gary Hicks in the first instance. 

e)  Path: There is too much loose gravel on the path and this is particularly 

concerning on the steps from a H&S point of view.  It was pointed out that Cross 

Tree Green needs more gravel, so perhaps redistribution would be the answer.  

DH will ask Tom Edgar to return and advise.  Also the Parish Council needs an 

itemised invoice to pay. 

f) Chair Replacement: JC is sourcing replacements for these and will supply pictures 

of the choices.  15-20 chairs are required and the weight and storage should be 

considered. 

g) PAT Testing: SH reported that he had negotiated a rate to cover all 8 churches 

and will provide copies of the certificates.  A fixed wiring test will be required for 

the Quinquennial and TE will check the date it was last done. 
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8 Finance 

 

a) CL reported that £10k of the parish share had already been paid and he was 

confident that the remaining £8k would be affordable. He also reported that Celia 

Lowe has kindly left a legacy of £2k to be divided between the general and 

restoration funds. 

b) Big Bike Ride: It is estimated that the church’s share of profits from the Big Bike 

Ride will be in excess of £5k and that this is expected to be used for something 

specific rather than going into the general fund.  JS, who is on the BBR 

committee thought that the fabric of the church would be more acceptable than 

general church mission. It was agreed that the Quinquennial would highlight the 

specific areas of need.  

 
LT will write an article for the Parish News reminding the community that local 

churches have to be funded entirely by the local community and ministry costs 

(parish share) are an essential element in maintaining an active open church 

building. 

 

When the funds are received, a formal letter of thanks should go from the PCC to 

the Bike Ride committee. 

 

c) LT suggested that a fundraising group drawing on the wider community would 

generate new initiatives and ideas. A few names were mentioned and it was 

agreed that an ‘Events’ group was required to raise funds over and above the 

existing activities.  It was agreed that JC and TC would progress this idea. 

d) Fundraising Events: Emily Cohen has kindly offered to man a church cake stall at 

the Islip fete.  Another idea was for an Islip calendar, where each street would fill 

a page.   

 
9 Report from Dr Souths’ Governors 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

10 Diocese, Deanery and Benefice Matters 

 

SH reported that there would be an open evening for the Deanery in St Edburg's, 

Bicester with the new Bishop of Oxford, Rt Rev Steven Croft, on 13 July. 

 

In the Deanery, there was a vacancy for a Representative from St Nicholas.  Regarding 

Deanery Finance committee, SH reported that the parish’s share would only be £600. 

 

In the Benefice, Piddington had raised the £40k needed as a result of their Quinquennial, 

but the work had still not started, which was risking their grants - prayers required.  The 

Benefice is generally in good health. 

 

11 Any Other Business 

 

There was no other business. 

 

12 Date of Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be Thursday 21 September 2017. 

 

The meeting closed with a prayer by SH. 

 

 

Reported by Sue Carter 


