
The Parishes of Islip, Noke & 
Woodeaton in the  
Ray Valley Benefice 
 

Sunday 2nd December 2018  
First Sunday of Advent 
A warm welcome to all attending 
worship today.  Please take this 
sheet home for your prayers and 
information. 
 

Today’s services 

10.30am Parish Communion  (Islip) 

Hymns: 
5 Hark! A herald voice is calling 
15 The Lord will come and not be slow 
14 The advent of our God 
9  Lo, he comes with clouds descending;  

5.0pm Advent Evening Worship (Noke) 
 

Prayer to accompany lighting of Advent wreath 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness and to put on the armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

First Reading - Jeremiah 33.14-16 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when 
I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and 
at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 

Advent 

Advent … 
is a time to confront the darkness in our 

lives and in the world but it is a time for dreaming 
  a time for daring to believe that with God 
things will be different 
 a time for being reminded that Jesus Christ 
came as the answer to the hopes and dreams of 
men and women young and old; 
 a time for hearing again God’s promise that 
he will come to us and break into our world to 
make everything new; 
 a time for watching for the signs of the spirit 
at work in us and in the world 
 
Advent … 
 is a time to take time, to make time, to 
watch and wait in the darkness and to listen …. 
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sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful 
in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Notices  

Today we begin Yr C in the 3-year cycle of read-
ings used at our Sunday Services.  Yr C focusses 
on the Gospel of Luke.  As Advent preparation, 
why not have a go at reading through Luke’s gos-
pel at one sitting?  We get a sense of common 
themes and style when we do this which are 
often lost when reading individual passages.  St 
Luke was a great storyteller and his gospel in-
cludes some of our best loved gospel stories, not 
least the Christmas story. 

Advent Posada—please let Claire Creese know if 
you would like to host the figures of Mary & Jo-
seph which will be touring Noke & Islip staying in 
people’s homes for a night or two.  You need to 
be available to receive the guests and then to 
take them to their next resting place—allowing 
about 30-60 mins for hospitality at the time of 
exchange. 
 

Follow the star … 
Is a small booklet produced by the Church of Eng-
land for use between Christmas and Epiphany ie 
the original 12 days of Christmas giving a little 
thought for each day to offer a spiritual perspec-
tive on our Christmas celebrations.  The intention 
is to give them to those who come at Christmas 
as occasional visitors to our churches.  We will be 
giving them out throughout the benefice. 
For your prayers: 
• Sick: Jeanette Tompkins; Maralynn Smith 
 

Remembering on the anniversaries of her death:  
• Eileen Grant (3 Dec) 

This week  

Tues 4th 9.30 am Holy Communion at 4 Hilltop 
Gardens 

Thurs 6th—St Nicholas’ Day 
 9 am—Morning Prayer—Islip 
 2pm  Dr South’s School Christingle 
Fri 7th 9.0am Morning Prayer—Islip 

 

Next Sunday 9th December 

9.15 am Family Service—Woodeaton 

10.30 am Parish Communion (Islip) 

 

and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 
this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD 
is our righteousness.’  

Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for 
all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 

11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may 
he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 
may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

Gospel - Luke 21.25-36 

Jesus said to his disciples: 25‘There will be signs in the 
sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of 
the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then 
they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” 
with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

29Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is 
already near. 31So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

34Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, 35and that day catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at 
all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.’  

Post Communion Prayer 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us 
faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, he may not find us 


