
From St Nicholas Church 

Dear Islip Residents 

As you may have read in the previous Parish Magazine, we at St Nicholas had an 
encouraging response to the Open Morning held in early March (in that distant pre lockdown life!).  
Participants offered thought about how we might develop our agreed priority themes of ‘valuing Heritage, 
offering Hospitality and sharing Hope’. 
We would like to build on the ideas offered then by asking some questions of all in the village.  Please 
would you answer for yourself – your views and your opinions rather than imagining what the needs of 
other people might be ….but do please encourage as many other people you know – especially young 
people - to complete the form.  It can be returned by hand (see end of form) or electronically and further 
copies downloaded from our website  https://stnicholasislip.wordpress.com/. 

 
Valuing Heritage 
 
Participants recognized the importance of the church in providing a link with the past, giving a sense of 
continuity, and helping younger generations to value the ongoing story of community and the Christian 
faith.  Despite what is sometimes assumed, the church has always been adapting to changing culture and 
ideas of society.  We are keen to get a sense of how we balance a valuing of our past with a commitment 
to welcome and nurture present and future generations.  Each question picks up a statement from the 
open morning and offers a follow up question. 
  

1. “Heritage is our continuing story, our community history”  The church building offers a space 
to share stories from Islip’s distant and more recent past.  Which of these stories should we 
highlight?   

 
               
 
2     a) “The church is a source of stability and reassurance in changing/troubled times”  What do 

you value most about the church’s connection with the past?  

               

b) “The church is there for all in a time of need”  Is there anything we could change to 
reinforce we are here for younger generations of our community?    

               

3    “The church needs to discard some of its inherited attitudes”.  What teaching or attitudes that 
the church has inherited should be discarded in your opinion?   

               

Offering Hospitality 

There were many ways in which St Nicholas’ was seen positively as a hospitable building and 
community.  However, we recognise there are areas where there is room for improvement.    
1. What, if anything, about the church’s worship makes you feel excluded?   

 
             PTO 

https://stnicholasislip.wordpress.com/


 
2. What if anything about the church building feels inhospitable to you?   

              

3.  We are very fortunate in having an excellent and very functional village hall.   

 What kind of community events, apart from worship, would be more suited to the church 

building – with or without adaptation? 

              

Sharing Hope 

1 The world is going through such trauma just now and we’re all worried for ourselves, our 
children, grandchildren, neighbours.     
Complete this sentence …. I’d feel better if the ‘church’ could  ……. 

 
 
 

2 Communities have really pulled together to support one another during the Covid-19 
pandemic.   
What social/community needs are there in the village that are not currently being met? 
 
              

 
 

3 What one thing do you wish we could do – money/ people no object? 

              

 
If you are willing, please state your age:         40 or under   Over 40      
 
Finally,  if you’re prepared to put your name to the questionnaire, please add … 
 
Name            Contact:       
 
 I’d be willing to do the following in order to help any of the ideas I have suggested be 
implemented…. 
 

o Offer my time 
o Offer my skills/experience 
o Offer with funding  
o Other ……. 

 
Questionnaires may be returned to … 

Box in church porch     OR    Foodbank crate at Church Key Cottage, The Walk      OR    3 The Rise      

OR  via email to:  revlucy.islip@gmail.com 


