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Parish of Islip 

 

 

Minutes of the Combined Annual Vestry Meeting and  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

held on Wednesday 10 April 2019 at 7.30pm 

in St Nicholas Church, Islip 

 

 

Present: Rev’d Lucy Thirtle (LT) CHAIR, Sue Carter (SC), Teresa Carter (TC), Jane Currie 

(JC), Graham Davison (GD), Maggi Davison (MD), Tony Esau (TE), David Hughes (DH), 

Alison Smith (AS), Johanna Stephenson (JS), Wilf Stephenson (WS)  

 

In attendance: Pauline Adams, Peter and Jane Atkinson, David Goodfellow (part), Kathryn 

Grant 

 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm with a prayer from LT.  

 

 

 

VESTRY MEETING 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Mick Dell, Gwen McKnight and Rev’d Steve Hayes. 

 

2 Minutes of Vestry Meeting held on 26 April 2018 

 
These were approved as a true and accurate record and signed by LT. 

 

3 Election of 2 Church Wardens 

 
The decision had been taken to suspend the 6-year rule and LT was pleased to report that 

the two church wardens had indicated their willingness to serve again for which we are 

grateful.  The two nominations had been received:  Tony Esau – proposed by SC, seconded 

by TC and David Hughes – proposed by SC and seconded by TC. Both TE and DH were re-

elected. 

 

 

 

 

Reported by Sue Carter 

PCC Secretary 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Mick Dell, Gwen McKnight and Rev’d Steve Hayes. 

 

2   Minutes of Annual Meeting held 26 April 2018 

 

The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and signed by LT. 

 

3   Matters Arising 

 

4d: The North side gutters still require action.  Also, LT reiterated her invitation 

for someone to offer to keep an electronic log book and inventory. 

 

4   PCC Reports 

 

a. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report: Johanna Stephenson (JS) reported that the 

development of a new roll has been required this year and on completion this 

contained 45 names, which was slightly less than previously, partly due to recent 

deaths.  LT thanked JS for the new roll and observed that a drop in numbers was 

to be expected when starting from scratch. 

 

b. PCC Annual Report for the year to 31 December 2018:  

 

LT reported that the report has been on display in the porch and its purpose was 

to inform and invite questions from non-PCC members.   

 

MD observed how good it was to see the school artworks that had been prepared 

for their services on display in church. 

 

c. The accounts of the PCC to 31 December 2018  

 

GD reported that these had been prepared with the invaluable help of Richard Wale 

and had also been displayed in the porch and were now available at the back of the 

church. His work of taking on such a new role was very much appreciated. 

 

GD presented the report highlighting that: 

 

• It has been a good year 

• The balance sheet showed assets of £107k and a surplus of £22k 

• The drawback was the dependence on on-off donations eg a £2,000 

anonymous donation, £5,000 from the Aitken estate, the Big Bike Ride etc.  

This was not reliable for the future. 

•  Tax efficient giving was down as several generous donors had died. 

• He asked for prayerful consideration of revising individual giving with a view 

to funding the church from regular giving. 

• He expressed thanks to the organisers of fundraising events that helped 

fund the income gap. 

 

WS questioned whether Floodlighting repairs come from the Churchyard fund and 

also commented that the financial position was positive and therefore we should 

not be too gloomy.  Broadly speaking, the windfalls provided the surplus. 

 

LT agreed that we cannot be complacent, however, and for the benefit of the non-

PCC members outlined the principals of the Parish Giving Scheme.  This has proved 
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efficient in other parishes and as Gift Aid is automatically claimed, there is a saving 

in administration too.  Islip is hoping to move onto the scheme but is currently 

short of volunteers to implement it. 

 

LT expressed thanks to GD and also to Richard Wale in his absence. 
 

d. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments: TE reported on behalf of the Churchwardens 

advising that there had been little activity. 

 
Future focus would be on the gutters and lights and the new path would be reported 

next year. 

 

He thanked MD for her work and report on the churchyard.  This included arranging 

several working parties to keep it clear and enable it to flourish and be a safe space 

for the village to enjoy. 

 

e. Deanery Synod: Islip has two representatives on the Deanery Synod, TE and MD, 

who was thanked for contributing the annual report.  LT highlighted that they had 

been looking at Pilgrim Path routes – a scheme whereby local walks can be used 

as prayer walks in conjunction with illustrated booklets.  It is hoped that Confessor’s 

Walk might become such a route. 

 

5   Elections 

 

a. PCC: The PCC comprises SH, LT, church wardens and synod reps as ex 

officio members and the number of elected members is determined by the 

number on the electoral roll.  The reduction on the new roll to under 50 

means that next year there will be up to 6 elected members permitted.   

 

In the meantime, JC had reached the end of her 3-year term and was eligible 

for re-election.  This was proposed by MD and seconded by JS.  

 

LT reported that SC was resigning from her role as PCC secretary and also 

from the PCC.  She was pleased to report that Kathryn Grant had kindly 

agreed to be secretary and would be co-opted to balance the numbers. 

    

b. Sidesmen and women: The following were proposed by MD, seconded by 

Pauline Adams and elected – Peter Atkinson, Jane Atkinson, Annie Brookes, 

Jane Currie, Graham Davison, Arthur Hearnden, Josephine Hearnden, Avril 

Hughes, David McQuitty, Johanna Stephenson, Wilf Stephenson, and Kate 

Venables. 

 

6 Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

Richard Wale was proposed by GD, seconded by JS and appointed. 

 

7.   Clergy Report 

 

LT presented a report from Rev’s Steve Hayes including: 

 

• The numbers of people attending services in the benefice have increased over the 

year and is now over 100  

• The licensing of Lisa in September had restored stability to the team 

• He expressed his thanks to the benefice team of Lucy, Lisa, Glenys and Lynne and 

also to the visiting clergy and lay ministers for their willingness  

• The team recently attended an awayday to consider a more sustainable pattern of 

services 
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• This will involve the laity more in leading intercessions and non-Eucharistic 

services.  People were asked to consider whether this might be something they 

would like to do. 

• Thank you to the fundraisers who will need to help raise over a quarter of a million 

pounds this year 

• We must count our blessings including the celebration of some wonderful lives, 

baptisms, marriages and outreach groups 

• We have been asked to host another ordinand in September and ideas of how to 

use him were invited 

• We give thanks for everything we have achieved this past year. 

 
SH’s report can be emailed on request.  In the meantime, LT pointed out that we have 

received such generosity during the year, and we should consider how we, as a church 

body, can give as generously.  She invited us to consider the talent and skills within our 

community. 

 
8.   Any Other Business 

 

a) KG enquired about the current position with regards to finding a youth worker.  LT 

advised that she had met with the diocesan youth worker but been told that due 

to budget cuts, there was a lack of people being trained.  One expression of interest 

had come to nothing and perhaps this should be revisited by approaching one of 

the colleges.  She thanked KG for the reminder and would happily point a volunteer 

in the right direction.  It should be noted that new safeguarding rules make 

recruitment difficult. 

 
9.  Close of meeting 

 

LT thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.20pm. 

 

 

 

 

Reported by Sue Carter 

PCC Secretary 


