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ISLIP PCC 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 15 September 2020 via Zoom 7pm  

 

Virtually 

Present: Rev’d Lucy Thirtle (LT) CHAIR,), Graham Davison (GD), Tony Esau (AE), Teresa Carter 

(TC),  David Hughes (DH), Alison Smith (AS), Johanna Stephenson (JS), Wilf Stephenson 

(WS), Jane Currie (JC), Maggi Davison (MD), Kathryn Grant (KG) 

Apologies: Rev’d Steve Hayes (SH) 

 

1 Opening Prayer  

 

2 Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 June  

Approved and signed subsequently. 

 

3 No matters arising not on agenda 

 

4  APCM 

o To be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 13 October via zoom. All members on electoral roll to 

be encouraged to use it as an opportunity for community engagement as well as 

information. 

o The 2019 draft annual report, and examined accounts were accepted by all, on the 

proposal of Johanna Stephenson, seconded by Jane Currie. 

o Tony Esau expressed his intention to stand down as Churchwarden and was warmly 

thanked for all his efforts on behalf of the church and for his input into its services over 

the last years. Kathryn Grant had accepted the nomination of Churchwarden in his place. 

o AE and MD are happy to continue as Deanery Synod representatives, and of the four 

members of the PCC whose terms are finishing (JS, WS, GD, AS), all apart from WS are 

happy to continue. 

o JS had posted notice of the electoral roll revision and was asked to encourage others in 

the village to join e.g. Rebecca & Jonathan Nicholl, Ruth Sibly, Annette Jaggard etc. 

 

5  Worship 

o LT suggested an online questionnaire to members of the congregation relating to the 

physical and virtual experience of all services over the past 6 months. 

o Harvest service in church on Sunday 27 September – if possible with internet use/ online 

streaming via Confessor’s Gate wifi if necessary – technical help to be sought from Ricky 

Shaw/ Rick Henshaw/ Jim Hobson/ Julian Wale. LT to approach.   Dr South’s School 

would be invited to donate tinned goods and the possibility of an outside auction greeted 

with enthusiasm. 

o Logistical details for services for Remembrance and Christmas to await further 

instruction nearer the time. 

 

6 Building 

o Lighting project – KG said that following the last PCC meeting when those present had 

agreed to ask CES to produce a specification (cost of £995 refundable if project 

completed) and also to undertake the 5 yearly church wiring test, CES had demonstrated 

on 6 August to many of the PCC the effect of the new lighting and included requested 

changes to the original specification of organ console, chancel step lights, lectern reading 

light, screen lighting, tower stairs, ringing chamber, kitchen and upper room in their 

quote of £40,797. The wiring test had identified a few areas of concern for which 

£735.95 was quoted to rectify and also the external and internal supply for which 

Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks and Utility Warehouse respectively are 

responsible. 

o GD/ AE proposed that the remedial work should be done asap by CES and the meters/ 

wiring rectified. 
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o All agreed that application should be made for a faculty for the project – DH and KG to 

pursue. 

o GD said that £14,176 was currently in the lighting fund with £35,367 in the Restoration 

and Development Fund 

o TC agreed to ask Pete Harrison for an opinion on the churchyard wall with boundary on 

to Church Lane and the one abutting Cross Tree Green/ southern boundary. 

o A vote was taken on the trial removal of the pews on the south aisle of the church and 

carried 7:3 for DH to apply for a faculty for their permanent removal and enhancement 

of the area with better exhibition panels/ book displays/ flower arrangements etc when 

circumstances allow. 

o AE would contact West One Fire Protection for the annual service of the fire 

extinguishers (previously serviced in May 2019). 

o The Quinquennial had highlighted problems with some damaged tiles in the chancel (also 

noted by TC) and the perimeter channel – DH and KG to follow up. 

 

7 Churchyard & Cross Tree Green 

o LT proposed that the area beneath the wall memorial to the Rev Carter on the north east 

boundary of the churchyard be designated for new individual plots for the interment of 

ashes, as no other contiguous areas existed in the churchyard.   

o Following a discussion about the extent of unused space still available and the need for 

permission for a strewing area should that be desired as a way forward, it was agreed to 

convene a specific meeting for the purpose of studying the churchyard plan and agreeing 

a way forward.  

o It was also noted that the burial ground along Kidlington Road is consecrated and this 

alternative can be offered to bereaved families. 

o LT to follow up with Sally Wale directly to respect her wishes. 

o The Parish Council will be paying for the pruning of the oak on Cross Tree Green and, at 

the same time, some additional work, funded by St Nicholas, will be undertaken in the 

churchyard. 

 

8 Hospitality, heritage and hope 

o Most agreed that the church should now be open every day if possible but that JS should 

not be responsible solely for opening and closing particularly if the three groups who had 

expressed interest in using the church, as before, to practice were allowed to restart. 

o Implications for cleaning, safeguarding (when hirers are running activities for 

unaccompanied children and not just because of Covid-19) need to be carefully 

assessed. JS kindly agreed to send copies of letting agreements to JC (and also any 

Village Hall agreements) so that these can be considered and practical steps put in place 

– the cleaning of the church after services needs to be a priority too. (Subsequent to the 

meeting, JC has investigated the practicalities involved and concluded that it is too 

complicated to allow external music groups to practice and meet in church.) 

o LT said there had been only a small response to the village wide questionnaire following 

the open morning but some useful ideas including the suggestion that one of the 

important stories for the church to tell in years to come was how the village had coped 

with the current pandemic restrictions.  All encouraged by LT to think about local Covid-

19 – stories, pop-up shop, collect clips of music, trumpets, Thursdays etc – for possible 

exhibition. 

o The July scarecrow weekend had been very popular with many thanks to all involved; 

LT’s suggestion for the NBN evening is to organise groups of 6 to ‘zoom together’ with 

singing, wine and nibbles – Friday 13 or 20 November would be the ‘traditional’ dates. 

o Climate Sunday https://ctbi.org.uk/climate-sunday/ - service possibly Spring 2021. 

o LT hoped that one or more small working groups drawing from whole congregation and 

wider could be tasked with building on the ideas under each heading – hospitality, 

heritage and hope. 

 
9 Finance and fundraising 

o 2019 had been a good year financially, thanks to fundraising activities (particularly the 

Big Bike Ride), and increased income from fees offsetting decreases in planned giving 

and collections. 2020 is likely to show a shortfall of £3,000 in fundraising and £4,000 in 

collections/ giving. 

https://ctbi.org.uk/climate-sunday/
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o It was felt that with regular collections still looking like a distant possibility, all should be 

made aware of and encouraged to make use of the Parish Giving Scheme 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/ which offers a regular, secure and tax-efficient 

way of managing giving.  LT to discuss with JS. 

o In place of Three parishes fair, the idea of continuing with a raffle was being pursued.  

JC agreed to discuss with Madeline Dandridge the idea of printing raffle tickets early and 

selling door-to-door during November/ December. 

o JC will also take orders/ sell pots of bulbs etc 

o GD proposed, and all accepted, that in view of the favourable financial outcome for 

2019, we should continue with our policy for outward giving – usually 5% of voluntary 

receipts.  Previously, this had been expressed in giving £1000 to a national organisation 

engaged in some form of Christian mission and £500 to a local humanitarian 

organisation.  We had agreed to cease our support of USPG but ideas of other 

organisations national and local with a specific or broadly Christian ethos should be made 

to Graham Davison.  

10 Reports 

o Dr South’s School term has started for all year groups although whole school gathering not 

allowed so LT was discussing other ways of enabling children to come to the church. 

o Of the Benefice churches, Oddington has a large building project on the tower, Noke exploring 

the possibility of getting water to the church, Piddington planning a wc and servery, Charlton 

improving heating and Ambrosden also replacing slates and repairing pointing on the tower.  

o Deanery – not much to report. 

o Diocese – the retirement of Bishop Colin on 4 October 

o All encouraged to read Bishop Steven’s blog https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/ 

 
11 Compliance – H & S; Safeguarding; GDPR 

o Need for all to keep abreast of the rules. 

o MD volunteered to go to (virtual) safeguarding course run by Diocese. 

  
12 Date of next meeting 

o PCC meeting to follow APCM on Tuesday 13 October. 

 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/

