
St Nicholas Church, Islip    Churchyard Policy 

Preamble 

The PCC of St Nicholas aims to maintain its churchyard as a place of beauty, 

reflection and peace for the benefit of parishioners, visitors and others who have 

a loved one buried there.  It has adopted this policy to clarify for the benefit of all 

those the rules and regulations which govern it. 

As a Church of England parish church in the Diocese of Oxford the churchyard is 

subject to faculty jurisdiction and the Oxford Diocesan Churchyard Regulations.  

This governs what may or may not be done in the churchyard.   

Right of Burial or Interment  

As long as there is space, automatic right of burial or interment is restricted to: 

a) Persons resident in the parish at the time of their death 

b) Persons on the church’s electoral roll 

c) Persons who die in the parish 

d) Persons resident in the parish until such time as a move to be cared for was 

required 

e) Persons who have reserved a space by Faculty (when that was possible) 

In all other cases, the right to burial is at the Rector’s discretion.   However, due 

to the limitation of space and the availability of Islip Burial Ground, it is unlikely 

that permission will be granted in the case of anyone who moved away from the 

parish more than 10 years previously.  Consideration may be given to those who 

have lived a substantial part of their lifetime in the parish. Exceptions may be 

made for strong pastoral reasons.  

Subject to these rules, there is no right to reserve a grave space and there is no 

right to request burial in a particular location. 

The scattering of ashes is strictly forbidden. 

Memorials and Headstones  

Following a burial or interment, an application may be made to the Rector to 

erect a headstone or a memorial tablet in accordance with the Chancellor’s 

Guidelines (available on www.oxford.anglican.org/churchyards).   Local funeral 

directors and monumental masons should be able to advise on the guidelines and 

supply a relevant application form which must be submitted to the parish.   

Provided the application meets the guidelines, the Rector is free to grant 

permission.   

  

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/churchyards


Fees and Authorities 

Charges for burial or interment will be levied at the statutory rate set by the 

Church of England and any additional fees set by the PCC.  All fees are payable by 

the date of the interment or burial. 

By seeking to use the consecrated ground the bereaved must be aware that they 

are also submitting to the jurisdiction of the consistory court in all matters 

including the conduct of the service and the marking of the grave. 

Maintenance of churchyard and individual graves. 

The PCC endeavours to keep the churchyard tidy and manageable while 

recognising the value of churchyards to the biodiversity of the environment.  

During spring and summer months all level grass is mowed with an area left uncut 

to encourage the spread of natural wildflowers.   

Maintenance of individual graves is the responsibility of the family of the 

deceased.  The PCC reserves the right to remove tributes when they become 

unsightly.   

The PCC adopted this policy at its meeting on 18 January 2021 and will review it 

in 3 years’ time.  

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………………………. (PCC Chair) 


