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ISLIP PCC 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 18 January 2021 via Zoom  

 

Virtually 

Present: Rev’d Lucy Thirtle (LT) CHAIR,), Graham Davison (GD), Teresa Carter (TC), David 

Hughes (DH), Johanna Stephenson (JoS), Jane Currie (JC), Kathryn Grant (KG), Rev’d 

Steve Hayes (SH), Maggi Davison (MD), Justin Stead (JuS) 

Apologies: Tony Esau (AE) 

 

1 Opening Prayer 

 

2 Minutes of 16 November  
Approved and signed subsequently. 

 

3 No matters arising 

 

4 Worship 

• LT commented that we had had a mixture of services in church and online with space for 

everyone who had wished to come although regretfully numbers were, in the 

circumstances, down on previous years. However the recording of the carol service 

(available through St Nicholas’ new YouTube channel, set up by William Goodfellow to 

whom TC and all expressed  thanks), the Christingle services (which raised £93 for the 

Children’s Society) and the outdoor carol singing had all been much appreciated and 

extended the reach beyond the church building.   

• The benefits of having church wifi were mentioned – live streaming of services, giving 

the flexibility for ‘in-person’ services with provision for those at home to watch (at the 

same time, or through, YouTube/ Facebook, at other times); cashless payments; 

recorded music, and the ability to watch national services in St Nicholas. JoS was 

thanked for the investigation via Oriel College on the feasibility of using the connection 

from Confessor’s Gate (around £300). LT and DH clarified that any connection needing 

fixing to the church wall would need DAC approval (but this is now a list B requirement 

due in part to the number of churches installing wifi and likely to be quicker). Julian Wale 

has also investigated using an extension from the Village Hall wifi which would cost 

around £1,000 and have the benefit of using an existing public utility connection. GD 

commented that a brief would be useful highlighting upload/ download speeds, 

responsibilities for recording/ filming etc – LT/KG had attended the webinar on 16/1 

given by the Rev Sue Sampson (Hitcham, near Slough) and colleagues which had 

provided extremely useful and pertinent advice (KG to circulate presentation to all). 

• The current restrictions on using the church are providing us all with new opportunities 

and priorities – KG mentioned the willingness of the Red Lion to provide community spirit 

and all agreed that should be fostered (with thanks for the provision of lighting for the 

Christmas nativity especially). 

5  Building  

• Thanks to a point raised by JoS and JuS, CES had been asked to add a specification for 

ensuring the lighting for larger choirs would be adequate. Their proposal had been 

circulated before the meeting (£2,595+VAT). DH said that the lighting proposal was now 

awaiting the Archdeacon’s approval and possible installation might be scheduled for May 

2021. 

• In response to a query on the brightness of the floodlighting recently, GD was following 

up the floodlight on the roof (due to have been replaced September 2018) with Matthew 

Self of SMY Electrical. 

• David Arnold of Arnold Bartosch (church architect) had visited on 21 December to check 

the water ingress into the tower. His report (received 16 January) had confirmed the 

need for a specialist metal roofing contractor to make repairs to some of the tower 

copper flashings. He also drew attention to the 2012 quinquennial where the gutters/ 
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gullies need renewing. Procell (who have previously cleared the external gutters) have 

cleared out the debris from the internal gullies on 15 January 2021 and replaced/ 

repaired fallen slates. 

• David Arnold’s advice was also sought on the west door and choir stall floors but is yet to 

be received. 

• Three quotes on the churchyard wall along Church Lane have been received (as attached 

with agenda). Work would need to take place in the summer holidays given the use by 

pedestrians/ children and further advice to be sought from David Arnold re weepholes/ 

inner wall. 

• The lightening conductor had been inspected (by Dawson Steeplejacks) on 2 December 

and certificate received. 

• LT had identified vestments from the digitalised church inventory (although help needed 

for one of the copes and altar frontals). We are grateful to Avril Hughes, Mary Giles and 

Sally Wale who have all expressed willingness in repairing/ renewing items. 

 

6 Churchyard and Cross Tree Green 

• JoS had suggested that the Burial Ground regulations (produced with the help of 

Christopher Lowe) should be incorporated in the Churchyard policy. LT and SH explained 

that the churchyard was covered by Diocesan regulations and each application signed off 

by the Rector. Obviously any deviation from the regulations once memorial stones are in 

place need to be handled sensitively as do the removal of any tributes, which are 

deemed to be ‘past their best’, and subject to views on taste. 

• The existing policy was adopted. 

• Monks Cottage is to be rethatched by Mark Vickers of County Thatchers in the spring – 

MD volunteered to ask John and Jane Guest which nearby shrubs could selectively be 

pruned to allow greater airflow around the new thatch to help it dry. 

 

7 Hospitality, heritage and hope 

• Events report: NBN £90; Christmas Pop-up shop £1,707; Raffle £1,268; Advent 

windows; Christmas nativity. Universal appreciation was expressed for all these events 

and the numerous people associated with them. The revenue from the Woodeaton pop-

up shop was added to the above and that, plus the raffle, split equally between Islip, 

Noke and Woodeaton. JC expressed enthusiasm and thanks for the distribution of the 

raffle tickets via the Parish magazine. 

• Climate Sunday – date TBC - plus emphasis from the Diocese on contributions via the 

Environment Action Programme. KG suggested that Emily Cohen and the Islip Wildlife 

Group be involved – JC reiterated that events should be as inclusive as possible. 

• Working group for building on last March’s stimulating open morning – LT talking to 

Emily Cohen. 

8  Finance & Treasurer’s report 

Excluding Big Bike Ride monies, fund raising this year was £2,528.93 versus £3,881.64 

in 2019, a difference of £1,352.71. The safari supper in 2019 raised £1,322 which could 

not be held this year. Well done the Events Group and everyone who supported their 

efforts. 

 

 Bank accounts at year end stood at: 

• NatWest Restoration Fund £36,906.84 

• NatWest General Fund £26,827.72 

• Barclays General Fund £25,986.24  

 

There are of course uncleared cheques etc., so the final figures will vary from the 

numbers above. The year end accounts cannot be finalised until the valuation of the 

Permanent Endowments is received from the diocese and the valuations of our 

investment funds from CCLA. This is usually in mid to late February. 

 The General Fund contains £15,042.17 of money allocated to the lighting fund and 

 £2,034.62 of  churchyard fund.  

The Gift Aid of £1,181.25 for the third quarter was received. The Gift Aid submission for 

the fourth quarter was submitted and we expect to recover £1,617.00 in tax repaid.  

The Islip Emergency Fund payments went through the church accounts, a total of 

£9,225.50 was passed onto the Dr South’s Charity up to year end. As of today the 

amount received or due to be received totals £10,570. 
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The approved change in signatories on the CCLA accounts has now been received. Any 

two of Davison, Esau, Grant and Hughes may sign. 

Parish Giving Scheme - so far four people have joined and four people have transferred 

from standing orders to the Parish Giving Scheme. 

• KG suggested that the additional £500 donation, agreed from 2019, be given to The 

Porch in Oxford to help with refurbishment of their new building. It was agreed that 

£400 should be given to The Porch and £100 to Bicester FoodBank. 

• GD asked all to propose charities for donations from the 2020 account for the next 

meeting. 

9  Reports 

 Website stats – encouraging number of interactions especially via the new YouTube platform for 

 St Nicholas. LT asked to pass on the thanks of all to William Goodfellow especially for his work 

 on the Christmas Carol service. 

 Islip Emergency Fund from Calum Miller - The Islip Emergency Fund was created in response to 

 the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020. It anticipated that a number of members of the 

 village might face considerable hardship due to a change in their employment and/or 

 financial difficulties arising from the restrictions to address the pandemic and subsequent 

 economic effects. 

Members of the community were invited to donate to the fund and we had a wonderful 

response. In total, to date, we have received £10,475.50 in gifts. A number of donors - and 

others - have indicated a willingness to contribute more if requested. 

The fund was advertised through posters around the village, the monthly newsletter, info4islip 

and the Islip Facebook page. 

To date, grants of £3,500 have been made. These have, for example, allowed one family to 

remain in their home/ avoid eviction by their landlord and another resident to keep heating 

their home through the winter and meet the costs of other necessities. No applications have 

been rejected. 

We anticipate continuing to promote the fund and encourage applications from those who are 

experiencing financial hardship. 

Gifts made to the fund are, in effect, made to the PCC since the aims of the gifts (to address 

poverty within the parish) are aligned with our charitable purpose.  

Graham has very kindly managed the accounts for the Fund so that they can be identified as 

distinct from core PCC funds. 

When the pandemic comes to a conclusion and the fund is wound up, we anticipate that the 

funds will be consolidated in the Dr South's Charitable Fund, which is one part of Dr South's 

Legacy to the village and has as one of its purposes to alleviate poverty/ address hardship for 

those living in Islip. 

 Dr South’s School – SH reported that 50% of the pupils were in school during this (3rd) 

 lockdown and expressed appreciation on behalf of all for the teachers and school support staff. 

 Benefice – SH also thanked all in the Benefice for responding to change in these unprecedented 

 times. 

 Deanery and Diocese – the consecration of the new Bishop of Dorchester, Gavin Collins, 

postponed from 28 January, but will be licensed as ‘episcopal vicar’ on that date and start work. 

A welcome service from Dorchester Abbey on 28 February will be held via zoom.  

 

10 Compliance 

 Health and Safety – MD commented that the details of the policy could be divided amongst the 

 PCC and she could undertake monthly churchyard inspections. LT will remind visitors and 

 worshippers of the reporting of hazards, accidents and dangerous occurrences and, as noted in 

 the policy, which was re-adopted, that the responsibility for implementing it lies with the PCC. 

 
11  Date of next meeting 

Thursday 4 March at 7.30pm via zoom. 

 

12 The Rector closed the meeting with prayers 

 Addendum 

 Subsequent to the meeting on 24/1/20, LT/ DH and KG confirmed that buying a new strimmer 

 (£323) was more sensible than the repair of the existing one (£270). Agreed to proceed. 

 


