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ANNUAL REPORT & FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE PAROCHIAL 

CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST NICHOLAS, ISLIP,  

A PARISH IN THE RAY VALLEY BENEFICE 

FOR THE YEAR TO 31st DECEMBER 2020 

 

Highlights of the Year 

 

• Open morning 6 March discussing Hope, Heritage and Hospitality 

• VE Day illumination 

• Launch of St Nicholas YouTube channel 

• Successful Christian Aid week fundraising via JustGiving 

• Zoom Pets’ Blessing service 

• Scarecrow Festival 

• Advent windows and nativity figures 

 

INCUMBENT 

The Revd Steve Hayes, The Rectory, Church Walk, Ambrosden OX25 2LY.   

 

PRIEST RESIDENT IN ISLIP 

The Revd Lucy Thirtle, 3 The Rise, Islip, Oxford OX5 2TG  

 

The Members of the PCC during 2020 

Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules.  During the year the following 

served as members of the PCC: 

 

Clergy      Basis of Appointment 

The Revd Steve Hayes     Ex officio 

The Revd Lucy Thirtle (Chair)   Ex officio 

 

Churchwardens 

Mr David Hughes (Lay chair)   Ex officio 

Mr Tony Esau     Ex officio (until October 2020) 

Ms Kathryn Grant     Ex officio (from October 2020) 

 

Deanery Synod Representative             

Mr Tony Esau     Ex officio 

Mrs Maggi Davison     Ex officio 

 

Elected Members 

Mrs Teresa Carter     

Mrs Jane Currie     

Dr Graham Davison  (Treasurer)    

Mrs Alison Smith (until October 2020)   

Mrs Johanna Stephenson   

Mr Wilf Stephenson (until October 2020) 

Mr Justin Stead (from November 2020)  
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Bankers: Barclays Bank, 25 High Street, Kidlington OX5 2DH 

NatWest Bank, 43 Cornmarket Street, Oxford OX1 3HA 

 

Independent Examiner:  Mr Chris Butler, Hill House, Bridge St, Islip 

 

Objectives and Activities  

The objectives of the PCC, as defined by the Parochial Church Council (Powers) Measure 

1956, are to co-operate with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the 

Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC is also responsible for 

maintaining the church and churchyard.  It is a charity currently excepted from registration 

with the Charities Commission. 

 

Electoral Roll  

There were 45 names on the revised electoral roll, 1 of whom lives outside the parish.  

Johanna Stephenson is the Electoral roll officer.  

 

Committees 

The Standing Committee, comprising the Clergy, Churchwardens, Treasurer meets when 

necessary to transact urgent business or to prepare for the next Council meeting. It has 

delegated powers to make decisions while keeping the full PCC informed.  

 

Preamble   

The year was dominated from late March (Lent 4/Mothering Sunday) by the restrictions 

imposed by the government to slow the spread of Covid-19 virus.   This included periods of 

lockdown with churches shut or closed for public worship interspersed with a four month 

period when public worship could take place but within strict guidelines related to the wearing 

of face coverings, social distancing and hand hygiene, including no congregational singing, 

and Holy Communion in one kind only for all but the presiding priest.   

 

All other activities such as fundraising and social events including gathering for refreshments 

after worship were curtailed and meetings of the PCC and much church activity had to be 

held online.   

 

PCC Meetings 

The PCC met 5 times during 2020 (by Zoom after January’s meeting) in addition to the short 

meeting after APCM to appoint officers in October. (Annual meeting postponed due to 

pandemic.) 

 

The consideration of alternative arrangements for worship and fundraising etc in light of the 

restrictions necessarily were matters for discussion.  Meanwhile it received reports from the 

Churchwardens on proposals for the replacement and upgrade of the lighting in the church,  

quotes for the repair of part of the western boundary wall (along Church Lane) and the need 

to address water ingress via the tower roof.   

 

It was also agreed on a majority vote (7-3) to apply for a faculty to make permanent the 

removal of pews in the south west corner to the left of the main door to give flexibility for use 

as an area for information and welcome.  Suggestions for a more permanent layout were 

invited. 
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The PCC agreed to be the conduit of funds for the Islip Emergency Fund set up to help local 

residents in financial difficulties due to the pandemic which were paid over to Dr South’s 

Fund. 

 

Worship 

 

In January 2020, the Churchwardens (Tony Esau and David Hughes) met at Stanton House 

with all other benefice churchwardens to consider a new worship pattern.  This was to 

address the fact that the existing pattern depended on a regular basis on finding cover from 

visiting priests and lay ministers from outside the Team, a task that was sometimes extremely 

problematic and very time consuming.  The outcome of the day was a restructuring of the 

pattern to achieve fewer Holy Communions and fewer services happening 

contemporaneously.  This pattern however was not put into effect before lockdown was 

imposed.  

 

The unexpected shutting of our churches left small parishes like ours without a clear way 

forward for providing online worship.  Clergy had to do the best they could within the limits of 

their own technological know-how.  After just three weeks during which a couple of 

reflections were recorded and posted by Rev Lucy, the parish was invited to its first 

experience of Zoom worship on Easter Sunday.  This became the default option as long as 

churches were closed for joining with the local church family although a rich variety of online 

worship was available from other churches including the regular provision on the Church of 

England and the Diocese of Oxford websites.  In Islip, Zoom services were regularly preceded 

by David & William Goodfellow playing hymn tunes on their trumpets from the garden of 3 

The Rise with edited recordings of these being posted in the early days on a newly 

established St Nicholas Church YouTube channel. 

 

During the four months when worship in church was allowed, two services a month (one Holy 

Communion and one Service of the Word) were held in St Nicholas.  Regrettably churches 

were advised to shut again to public worship from Remembrance Sunday until the weeks 

leading up to Christmas when worship was allowed but in keeping to strict Covid-19 safety 

guidelines.  

 

Three funerals/thanksgiving services were held in church, two before the restrictions began 

and one in September.  Two of these were for church members – Brian Nash (March) and 

Richard Wale (September).  Four other funeral services (three crematorium and one 

graveside) were held for Islip residents or former residents (including Mick Cooke, Ken 

Adams, Chris Tompkins). 

 

There were no weddings and just one baptism – of Marie Alice Wehner – in August who had 

made regular appearances with her mother Anne at the end of our Zoom services.  Many of 

us felt she was already very much a member of our church family when we were finally able 

to welcome her in person at her baptism.  

 

We held three Christmas services in the church (Quiet Christmas, Midnight Eucharist, 

Christmas Day) as well as one online.  The restricted numbers allowed in church inevitably 

meant they were lacking in the usual atmosphere but were nevertheless well supported. 
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Rev Lucy held some online ABC services but the Zoom format was less effective with such 

young children. 

 

The average Sunday morning Zoom attendance was 30 in the summer and c 45 when later in 

the year we began to hold whole benefice Zoom services. 

 

Music and choir 

We were all very pleased when the go ahead was given to churches to have a small choir to 

sing at services and we were grateful to organist, Ben Heffer, and members of the choir for 

enhancing our worship during those weeks. 

It was particularly gratifying that the choir was able to sing for Richard Wale’s funeral in 

September.  At Christmas, in lieu of the carol service, the choir sang some less well known 

carols which were then edited with readings and published as an online carol service on the 

church’s YouTube channel, eventually receiving over 500 views. 

 

Lay Ministry  

After many years, Tony Esau stepped down as Churchwarden.  Tony had given dedicated 

service for the last eight years, always a smiling welcoming presence at services including 

weddings and funerals at which he had often acted as verger.  He had usefully been available 

for meetings with contractors at the church and reliably contributed thoughtful observations 

and questions in PCC discussions.  The PCC is grateful for his valuable contribution over so 

many years. 

 

In his place, Kathryn Grant was nominated and elected as Churchwarden. With her existing 

role as Secretary to the PCC and advance warning of the handover, Kathryn was able to take 

up the role in October with a strong awareness of and involvement in the ongoing projects. 

 

David Hughes continued to wear the Churchwarden’s mantle and continued to be our main 

contact with the DAC for various matters concerning repairs and work to the church building, 

although the closure of Church House Oxford and furloughing of staff meant that this required 

a good deal of patience.  David also set up the ‘JustGiving’ page for online Christian Aid 

fundraising which proved very successful and valiantly stepped to help mow the churchyard 

when Phil Jackson was unavailable until the mower broke down! 

 

Graham Davison, Treasurer, continued to keep a tight rein on the finances.  He was well 

supported by Richard Wale who, as well as carrying out the role of Independent Examiner for 

the 2019 accounts, gave a great deal of advice and help with maintaining the accounts in 

electronic form right up to shortly before Richard’s untimely death.   

 

We remain in debt to Richard for this and for invaluable engineering help over the years 

including his recent repair of the striking mechanism in the church clock.  

 

Kathryn Grant continues to act as Secretary to the PCC and acts in an unofficial capacity as 

the church’s Communications Officer, maintaining and updating the website and Facebook 

page.  In order to achieve the level of traffic to these sites that we do, it is essential that pages 

are regularly updated or posted to and Kathryn does this creatively, regularly and without 

fanfare.  She also completed the mammoth task of transferring our Inventory into electronic 

form accompanied by a comprehensive collection of photographs. 
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Care of the church and churchyard 

The wardens continued to work through the task list from the last quinquennial architect’s 

report.  The gutters and pipework were painted during the year.  The boiler was serviced and 

quotes obtained for the upgrade of lighting and repair of a section of the church wall on 

Church Lane. 

 

For a number of months, Phil Jackson, who reliably and faithfully keeps the churchyard grass 

mown was shielding and unable to continue with this.  There were also fewer churchyard 

working parties too so there were a few weeks when the churchyard looked less neat than 

usual but this helpfully coincided with the No Mow May initiative and we hope that what was 

lost in aesthetics was made up for by the benefit to wildlife.  Maggi Davison continued to 

oversee matters relating to the churchyard and tree work continued to be carried out as 

necessary. 

 

As a result of an appeal from civic authorities early in the year to churches to calculate 

available grave space, the Churchwardens undertook to unify and update the three existing 

churchyard plans.  This proved to be a mammoth task and is ongoing.  We are grateful for the 

meticulous records maintained by Christopher Lowe for so long but will look into ways of 

creating a single central digital record that can be maintained and non-manually updated in 

years to come.  

 

Bell Ringing  Teresa Carter (Tower Captain) 

The tower and its ringers are affiliated to the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell ringers 

and are part of the Bicester Branch.  From March the bells were only able to be rung in a 

limited way (every other bell to maintain social distancing making a maximum of 4 bells 

possible during the summer).  

 

Youth and Children’s Work 

Sadly we didn’t have the resources to maintain much ministry to children and young people.  

Our links to the primary school were maintained partly via the Rector and Calum Miller as 

governors.  Rev Lucy contributed to online school worship where possible and welcomed 

pupils from Dr South’s in year group bubbles to the church when they brought harvest 

offerings and came to light their Christingles.  

As previously mentioned, Lucy and Emily Cohen held a few online ABC services but this had 

limited appeal with such a young congregation for obvious reasons. 

 

Outreach 

The need to keep the church closed made us aware of how important the hospitality of the 

building is to our Outreach.  Many church members were however key players in the various 

initiatives in the village to offer practical support during the year eg home deliveries of 

shopping and prescriptions and the setting up and maintenance of the pop-up shop 

 

The hugely popular Scarecrow Festival held in July was the result of members of the church 

community wanting to offer something to lift spirits in the village and was much enjoyed by 

old and young.  Many thanks to Emily Cohen for coordinating. 

 

The pop-up Christmas fundraising stall outside Confessor’s Gate also generated much 

goodwill as well as raising valuable funds.  Many thanks here to Johanna Stephenson & Jane 
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Currie. 

 

Thanks also to Emily for promoting the idea of decorating windows through the Advent, 

Christmas and Epiphany seasons, which again was well received.   

 

Finally, the idea of creating an outdoor nativity scene was imaginatively and beautifully taken 

forward by Johanna Stephenson and team and became a popular talking point in the village 

as the figures appeared and moved around on their journeys to and from the stable on Cross 

Tree Green.  

 

The Open Morning held in early March had generated a number of ideas to help us with our 

expressed intention to value heritage, practise hospitality and offer hope.  The restrictions 

meant that steps to explore these ideas further were put on hold. 

 

Social Justice and Outward Giving 

Support from church members as well as many others in the village and neighbouring 

parishes for the Bicester Food Bank continued strongly.  A car bootful of bags is regularly 

taken from the box in church to the Foodbank office in Bicester.   

 

Our Mission and Charitable giving totalled £1,290 distributed variously (see Accounts p x) to 

the Bicester Food Bank, United Society for Partnership in the Gospel, Scripture Union, 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust.  

 

The online appeal for Christian Aid raised a very encouraging £2280. 

 

Churches were encouraged to engage with the urgent threat of climate change by holding a 

Sunday dedicated to the theme.  It was agreed we would plan for this in the coming year. 

 

Clergy Comment 

As we look back on a year that was unprecedented in the church in living memory, it is good 

to be looking forward to being able to resume life with fewer of the restrictions in place than 

we’ve been living with for some time. 

 

What is becoming clear, though, is that few areas of life are completely unchanged by the 

experience of the pandemic and the church is no exception.  There are changes for better 

and for worse.  The loss of finance to the church nationally may be felt for decades to come – 

ironically our largest and most beautiful buildings reliant on tourist income may be hit very 

hard but dioceses up and down the country are having to consider previously unthought of 

moves like making clergy redundant and we may see parishes not being able to keep their 

buildings open.  We, as always, are in a very privileged position here in Islip and need to 

make sure we are informed about how life is for our brothers and sisters in Christ across the 

country so that we live gratefully and generously. 

 

The discovery and now wide availability of online worship and resources for learning and 

interacting is likely to change the ways we all worship and relate.  There are opportunities and 

threats here.   

 

In the Ray Valley Benefice the hiatus caused by the disruption has provided an opportunity 

for introducing a new pattern of worship which was already in plan before the pandemic as 
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mentioned above in the Worship section.  The team clergy will keep this under review as 

people respond to the changes.  Responses to questionnaires circulated in recent months 

and during the year had, however, shown a strong desire from many for fewer Holy 

Communion services, more informality and a wider range of hymnody. 

 

Important as our worship is, it is what flows from our worship by which we will be judged.  

How far does it make us compassionate, hungry for justice, merciful and eager to share our 

faith? 

 

How is our faith deepening and growing?  How does it impact the decisions we make in our 

life?  How does it influence the way we use our finances and human resources personally and 

collectively?  How are we growing in our prayer life and understanding of the Scriptures?  

The situation the church finds itself in numerically and financially means that the job of being 

the church cannot be left to those who are ordained but must be consciously shared by every 

one who thinks of themselves as a member of it. 

 

Our hope lies in the ever changing creativity of God – creativity that is God’s gift to us and 

which was so evident in the imaginative responses to the constraints of the past year and the 

willingness to embrace change.  Let’s recognise that creativity will be as essential to our lives 

of faith going forward and, in the season of Pentecost, open ourselves to the force of the life 

giving Spirit, who continues to give life to us and to the Church. 

  

Rev Lucy Thirtle, Associate Priest  

 


