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Parish of Islip 

 

 

Minutes of the Combined Annual Vestry Meeting and  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

held on Tuesday 13 October 2020 at 7.30pm 

via zoom 

 

 

Virtually present: Rev Lucy Thirtle (LT) CHAIR, Teresa Carter (TC), Jane Currie (JC), 

Graham Davison (GD), Maggi Davison (MD), David Hughes (DH), Alison Smith (AS), 

Johanna Stephenson (JS), Wilf Stephenson (WS), Kathryn Grant (KG), Rev Steve Hayes 

 

Pauline Adams, Mary Giles, Justin Stead, Rosemary & Merlin Smith, Kate Venables, Sally 

Wale, Josephine & Arthur Hearnden, Sue Davies, Hattie Bayly, Drew & Gwen McKnight, 

Emily Cohen, Christopher Smith, Sue Carter 

 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm with a prayer from LT.  

 

VESTRY MEETING 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Mick Dell, and Richard Carter 

 

2 Minutes of Vestry Meeting held on 10 April 2019 

 
On the proposal of JC, seconded by JS, these were approved as a true and accurate record 

and signed by LT. 

 

3 Election of 2 Church Wardens 

 
Tony Esau had proffered his resignation after 8 years as Church Warden and was warmly 

thanked by LT for his many years of service, thoughtful contributions to meetings and the 

friendly welcome with which all members of the congregation had been met at all services. 

LT also thanked DH since he had undertaken so much work particularly liaising with the 

DAC since his retirement and was grateful that he was able to continue. 

 

Two nominations had been received:  David Hughes – proposed by SC and seconded by 

Rosemary Smith to be re-elected; Kathryn Grant – proposed by SC, seconded by MD to 

be elected. Both were elected. 

 

 

 

 

Reported by Kathryn Grant 

PCC Secretary 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Mick Dell, and Richard Carter 

 

2   Minutes of Annual Meeting held 10 April 2019 

 

On the proposal of TC seconded by JC the minutes were approved as a true and accurate 

record and signed by LT. 

 

3   Matters Arising 

 None 

 

4   PCC Reports 

 

a. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report: Johanna Stephenson (JS) reported that the 2020 

electoral roll stood at 47 having gained 4 members during the year but lost 2. All 

but 3 live in Islip 

 

b. PCC Annual Report for the year to 31 December 2019:  

 

LT reported that the report had been circulated via email and in hard copy.   

The log book and inventory is now in a digital format (transcribed by KG) and those 

interested are invited to see a copy although reminded it contains sensitive 

information. 

 

 

c. The accounts of the PCC to 31 December 2019  

 

GD reported that these had been prepared and wholeheartedly thanked Richard 

Wale who had provided help and advice with the accounts, including presenting 

them in a new format, and then very kindly examined the accounts in between 

bouts of chemotherapy. 

He also acknowledged Louise Edwards’ efforts in looking after the Three Parish 

News’ advertisements. 

2019 had been a good year which had included anonymous donations, income 

from the events organized through the year but voluntary contributions had 

decreased and the uptake for the Parish Giving Scheme was still low. 

However the balances carried forward at year end were for the General Fund 

£47,638 which includes £14,176 for the Lighting Fund and £1,717 for the 

Churchyard Fund. The Restoration and Development Fund was £35,367. 

In the past 5% of income had been designated for donation to other charities – 

all members were invited to propose suitable charities from the 2019 income of 

£62,162.45 (£284 had so far been donated from the 2019 account).  

 

LT expressed thanks to GD and reiterated the church’s debt to Richard Wale, who 

is much missed. 
 

d. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments: DH reported on behalf of the Churchwardens that 

there had been considerable progress with items highlighted in the Quinquennial 

inspection of 2017 e.g. the repairs to the footpath, gate posts, painting of the 



 
 3 

gutters, re-position of the sanctus bell rope, the temporary faculty (now 

extended) for the removal of the pews in the south west corner, and the gift of 

the pulpit fall, beautifully worked and donated by Mary Giles.  

The Area Dean had made the tri-annual inspection of the church to check that the 

parish is complying with the requirements of various Measures and found all in 

order. 

Activity in the last quarter of 2020 will focus on the faculty for the new lighting 

project, finalizing a master copy of the graveyard plan and making good the tiles 

in the chancel. 

 
e. Deanery Synod: Islip has two representatives on the Deanery Synod, TE and MD, 

who was thanked for contributing the annual report as follows: The Synod met 

three times in 2019 and as usual, deanery business was discussed including 

appointments and retirements, parish share allocations and news of events. 

These are followed (or preceded by) by an act of worship and a speaker. In 

February the Rev Andrew Foran, the former chaplain to HMP Bullingdon and 

Marina O’Callaghan gave a talk entitled ‘Hard Issues in Crime and Punishment’, a 

very relevant subject in the prison service. In June Steve Hayes reported from a 

conference on the Bishop’s Common Vision Programme placing emphasis on 

positive achievements and parish aspirations. He also introduced the Strategic 

Development Fund to us which is a fund available to support new initiatives in 

parishes. The MP Victoria Prentis gave a fascinating talk on her personal faith and 

addressing the ‘Hard issues in politics’. There was a lively Q&A session after her 

talk. We were encouraged to learn that groups of MPs of all parties meet regularly 

for prayer and reflection at Westminster. In November after hearing about the 

extensive refurbishment at Stoke Lyne Church, Alison Webster, the Diocesan 

Social Responsibility Advisor spoke about ‘Hard Issues in Contemporary Society’ 

giving Brexit and Climate change as examples. Further news, Bishop Colin is to 

retire in the autumn of 2020, parishes are encouraged to adopt the PGS and the 

Pilgrim Path initiative has been taken up by a number of parishes. 

 
5   Elections 

 

a. PCC: The PCC comprises SH, LT, church wardens (DH and KG) and synod 

reps (TE and MD) as ex officio members and 6 elected members – JC and 

TC continue their term of office, and on the proposal of TC, seconded by 

Pauline Adams JS was re-elected, and on the proposal of JC, seconded by 

DH, GD was re-elected. 

WS and AS were thanked for their contributions over their years on the 

PCC and for the way in which they had served with commitment and 

integrity. There are now two vacancies and it is hoped that they might be 

filled during the remainder of the year. 

    

b. Sidesmen and women: The following were proposed by Pauline Adams, 

seconded by MD and elected en bloc – Peter Atkinson, Jane Atkinson, 

Annie Brooks, Jane Currie, Graham Davison, Arthur Hearnden, Josephine 

Hearnden, Avril Hughes, David McQuitty, Johanna Stephenson, Wilf 

Stephenson, and Kate Venables. 

 

6 Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

 Chris Butler was proposed by GD, seconded by TC and appointed for the 2020 

 accounts. 
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7   Clergy Report 

 

Rev Steve Hayes reported that, of the Benefice churches, Oddington has a large 

building project on the tower, Noke exploring the possibility of getting water to the 

church, Piddington planning a wc and servery, Charlton improving heating and 

Ambrosden also replacing slates and repairing pointing on the tower – approximately 

£250,000 of repair work/ restoration.  

Jessica Schaefer’s fundraising concert (Bach Cello Suites 1 & 3) has raised £700 to 

date for all churches in the Ray Valley Benefice. 

Bishop Colin’s replacement is likely to be announced by the end of November. 

All clergy in the Ray Valley Benefice team have updated safeguarding training. 
 
8   Any Other Business 

 

a) TC thanked Phil Jackson particularly, and those responsible for the churchyard 

clear-ups, for their dedicated work over the year. 

b) Pauline Adams thanked those responsible for the Tuesday house services which are 

much appreciated. 

c) SH thanked all for positivity during the Covid-19 pandemic and encouraged all to 

think creatively during this dark period. 

 
9  Close of meeting 

 

LT thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.35pm with the Grace. 

 

 

 

 

Reported by Kathryn Grant 

PCC Secretary 

 

 


